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birth, of our child would give him greater happiness than he had known for years: he begged me to persuade you to call a boy Nevil Beauchamp, and a girl Eenee. He has never believed in his own long living."
Eosamund refreshed her lord's heart by smiling archly as she said: " The boy to be educated to take the side of the people, of course! The girl is to learn a profession."
" Ha! bless the fellow! " Lord Eomfrey interjected. "Well, I might go there for an hour. Promise me, no fretting! You have hollows in your cheeks, and your underlip hangs: I don't like it. I haven't seen that before."
"We do not see clearly when we are trying to deceive," said Eosamund. "My letters ! my letters ! "
Lord Eomfrey went to fetch them. They were intact in his desk. His wife, then, had actually been reading the facts through a wall! For he was convinced of Mrs. Devereux's fidelity, as well as of the colonel's and Cecilia's. He was not a man to be disobeyed: nor was his wife the woman to court or to acquiesce in trifling acts of disobedience to him. He received the impression, consequently, that this matter of the visit to Nevil was one in which the poor loving soul might be allowed to guide him, singular as the intensity of her love of JSTevil Beauchamp was, considering that they were not ofjkindred blood.
He endeavoured to tone her mind for the sadder items in Miss Denham's letters.
"Oh! " said Eosamund, "what if I shed the ' screaming eyedrops,7 as you call them? They will not hurt me, but relieve. I was sure I should some day envy that girl! If he dies she will have nursed him and had the last of him."
" He ?s not going to die ! " said Everard powerfully.
" We must be prepared. These letters will do that for me. I have written out the hours of your trains. Stanton will attend on you. I have directed him to telegraph to the Dolphin in Bevisham for rooms for the night: that is to-morrow night. To-night you sleep at your hotel in London, which will be ready to receive you, and is more comfortable than the empty house. Stanton takes wine, madeira and claret, and other small necessaries. If Nevil